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EPA: ‘Forever chemicals’ pose risk even at very low levels 


By MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is warning that 
two nonstick and stain-re- 
sistant Compounds found 
in drinking water are more 
dangerous than previously 
thought — and pose health 
risks even at levels so low 
they cannot currently be 
detected. 

The two compounds, 
known as PFOA and PFOS, 
have been — voluntarily 
phased out by U.S. manu- 
facturers, but there are a 
limited number of ongoing 
uses and the chemicals 
remain in the environment 
because they do not de- 
grade over time. The com- 
pounds are part of a larger 
cluster of "forever chemi- 
cals" known as PFAS that 
have been used in con- 
sumer products and indus- 
try since the 1940s. 

The EPA on Wednesday is- 
sued nonbinding health 
advisories that set health 
risk thresholds for PFOA and 
PFOS to near zero, replac- 
ing 2016 guidelines that 
had set them at 70 parts 
per trillion. The chemicals 
are found in products in- 
cluding cardboard pack- 


Environmental Protection Agency administrator Michael Regan speaks at North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, 
in Greensboro, N.C., April 14, 2022. 


aging, carpets and _ fire- 
fighting foam 

At the same time, 
agency is 
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inviting states 


and territories to apply for 
$1 billion under the new bi- 
partisan infrastructure law 
to address PFAS and other 


RESTAURANT 


contaminants in drinking 
water. Money can be used 
for technical assistance, 
water quality testing, con- 


NOORD MEDICAL CENTER, NOORD 63 


MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 


FOR NON-LIFE THREATENING ILLNESSES AND INJURIES 


WWW.URGENTCARE.AW 


BOOK YOUR PCR & ANTIGEN TEST 
WWW.COVIDARUBA.COM 4)" 


Associated Press 


tractor training and instal- 

lation of centralized treat- 

ment, officials said. 
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Continued from Front 

Several states have set their 
own drinking water limits to 
address PFAS contamina- 
tion that are far tougher 
than the federal guidance. 
The toxic industrial com- 
pounds are associated 
with serious health condi- 
tions, including cancer and 
reduced birth weight. 
"People on the front-lines of 
PFAS contamination have 
suffered for far too long," 
EPA Administrator Michael 
Regan said in a statement. 
"That's why EPA is taking ag- 
gressive action as part of a 
whole-of-government ap- 
proach to prevent these 
chemicals from entering 
the environment and to 
helo protect concerned 
families from this pervasive 
challenge." 

PFAS is short for per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances, 
which are used in nonstick 
frying pans, water-repellent 
sports gear, stain-resistant 
rugs, cosmetics and count- 
less other consumer prod- 
ucts. The chemical bonds 
are so strong that they don't 
degrade or do so only slow- 
ly in the environment and 
remain in a person's blood- 
stream indefinitely. 

The revised health guide- 
lines are based on new sci- 
ence and consider lifetime 
exposure to the chemicals, 
the EPA said. Officials are 
no longer confident that 
PFAS levels allowed under 
the 2016 guidelines "do not 
have adverse health im- 
pacts," an EPA spokesman 
said. 

While the new guidelines 
set acceptable risk below 
levels that can currently 
be measured, as a prac- 
tical matter EPA recom- 
mends that utilities take ac- 


The sun sets behind the control tower of the former Loring Air Force Base, Saturday, July 18, 2020, 


in Limestone, Maine. 


tion against the chemicals 
when they reach _ levels 
that can be measured — 
currently about four parts 
per trillion, a senior adminis- 
tration official told reporters 
Tuesday night. 

The EPA said it expects to 
propose national drinking 
water regulations for PFOA 
and PFOS later this year, 
with a final rule expected 
in 2023. 

In a related development, 
the EPA said that for the first 
time it is issuing final health 
advisories for two chemi- 
cals that are considered re- 
placements for PFOA and 
PFOS. One group is known 
as GenxX chemicals, while 
the other is known as PFBS. 
Health advisories for GenxX 
chemicals were set at 10 
parts per trillion, while PFBS 
was set at 2,000 parts per 
trillion. 

The agency said the new 


advisories provide techni- 
cal information that feder- 
al, state and local agencies 
can use to inform actions 
to address PFAS in drink- 
ing water, including water 
quality monitoring, use of 
filters and other technolo- 
gies that reduce PFAS and 
strategies to reduce expo- 
sure to the substances. 
Environmental and public 
health groups hailed the 
announcement as a good 
first step. Advocates have 
long urged action on PFAS 
after thousands of commu- 
nities detected PFAS chem- 
icals in their water. PFAS 
chemicals have been con- 
firmed at nearly 400 military 
installations and at least 
200 million Americans are 
drinking water contaminat- 
ed with PFAS, according to 
the Environmental Working 
Group, a research and ad- 
vocacy organization. 
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"EPA had the courage to 
follow the science. This is a 
step in the right direction," 
said Stel Bailey, co-facilita- 
tor of National PFAS Con- 
tamination Coalition. 

"The science is clear: These 
chemicals are shocking- 
ly toxic at extremely low 
doses," added Erik Olson, 
senior strategic director 
for health and food at the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council. He called on the 
EPA to regulate all PFAS 
chemicals "with enforce- 
able standards as a single 
class of chemicals." 
Melanie Benesh,  legisla- 
tive attorney for the Envi- 
ronmental Working Group, 
said the EPA's announce- 
ment "should set off alarm 
bells for consumers and 
regulators" alike. She urged 
the EPA to "move much 
faster to dramatically re- 
duce exposures to these 


TEDAY. 


toxic chemicals." 

The American Chemistry 
Council, which represents 
major chemical compa- 
nies, said in a statement 
that while it supports devel- 
opment of drinking water 
standards for PFAS based 
on the best available sci- 
ence, the EPA's announce- 
ment "reflects a failure of 
the agency to follow its 
accepted practice for en- 
suring the scientific integ- 
rity of its process." While the 
advisories are non-binding, 
"they will have sweeping im- 
plications for policies at the 
state and federal levels," 
the group said. "These new 
levels cannot be achieved 
with existing treatment 
technology and, in fact, 
are below levels that can 
be reliably detected using 
existing EPA methods." 

The Chemours Co., a Du- 
Pont spinoff that uses so- 
called GenxX chemicals 
to produce _high-perfor- 
mance fluoropolymers 
used in semiconductors, 
mobile phones, hospital 
ventilators and other prod- 
ucts, called the EPA's an- 
nouncement  "fundamen- 
tally flawed." 

EPA "disregarded relevant 
data and issued a health 
advisory contrary to the 
agency's own standards 
and this administration's 
commitment to_ scientific 
integrity," Chemours said in 
a statement. The company 
is "already using state-of- 
the-art technologies at our 
sites to abate emissions and 
remediate historical releas- 
es" Chemours said, adding 
that officials are evaluating 
next steps, "including po- 
tential legal action, to ad- 
dress the EPA's scientifically 
unsound action."L] 


A sign indicating a "Medical Facility Quiet Zone" is displayed 
outside the Jackson Women's Health Organization clinic in 
Jackson, Miss., the state's only state licensed abortion facility, 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2020. 
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U.S. abortions rise: 1 in 5 pregnancies 
terminated in 2020 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 

The number and rate of U.S. 
abortions increased from 
2017 to 2020 after a long 
decline, according to fig- 
ures released Wednesday. 
The report from the Guttm- 
acher Institute, a research 
group that supports abor- 
tion rights, counted more 
than 930,000 abortions in 
the U.S. in 2020. That's up 
from about 862,000 abor- 
tions in 2017, when national 


abortion figures reached 
their lowest point since the 
1973 U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling that legalized the 
procedure nationwide. 
About one in five pregnan- 
cies ended in abortion in 
2020, according to the re- 
port, which comes as the 
Supreme Court appears 
ready to overturn that de- 
cision. 

The number of women ob- 
taining abortions illustrates 


a need and "underscores 
just how devastating a Su- 
preme Court decision is 
going to be for access to 
an absolutely vital service," 
said Sara Rosenbaum, a 
George Washington Uni- 
versity health law and pol- 
icy professor. 

Texas saw a 2% decrease 
between 2019 and 2020, 
coinciding with pandemic- 
related abortion restrictions 
in the state.) 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Pentagon and the State 
Department failed to inves- 
tigate whether a Saudi-led 
coalition used arms or other 
materiel bought from U.S. 
suppliers in attacks alleged 
to have killed civilians in Ye- 
men, a U.S. government re- 
port released Wednesday 
says. 

The findings may under- 
mine the reliability of as- 
surances from a series of 
U.S. administrations that 
Americans were working to 
minimize civilian harm from 
strikes by two major strate- 
gic partners and arms-buy- 
ers, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, in a 
now 7-year war against lra- 
nian-allied rebels in Yemen. 
Publication of the critical 
report comes the day after 
the White House confirmed 
that President Joe Biden 
plans a July trip to Saudi 
Arabia in a bid to bolster re- 
lations with the oil-oroduc- 
ing kingdom. Biden took 
office denouncing Saudi 
Arabia over civilian deaths 
in Yemen and the 2018 kill- 
ing of U.S.-based journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi. 

Biden, a Democrat, also 
pledged at the outset of his 
term that the United States 
would withhold any U.S. of- 
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US didn't track if its aid was used in Yemen attacks 
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A Yemeni soldier inspects a site of Saudi-led airstrikes targeting two houses in Sanaa, Yemen, 


March 26, 2022. 


fensive military aid to Saudi 
Arabia, in response to the 
bogged-down — Saudi-led 
war in Yemen. 

News organizations and 
rights groups have cited 
repeated civilian deaths 
blamed on airstrikes by the 
coalition. That includes a 
2018 strike on a school bus 
that killed at least 26 chil- 
dren, according to Human 
Rights Watch, and other 
airstrikes have been re- 


ported on wedding parties 
and other civilian targets. 
The U.S. says it has worked 
to train Saudi forces on im- 
proved targeting and other 
best practices to minimize 
civilian casualties. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates that from March 
2015 to August 2021 about 
23,000 airstrikes by the 
Saudi-led coalition in Ye- 
men killed or injured more 
than 18,000 civilians. Under 
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U.S., U.N. and other interna- 
tional mediation, all sides in 
the conflict have joined in 
what U.S. officials say is a 
promising truce this spring 
and summer. 

Houthi rebels are also 
widely accused of rights 
violations, including forcing 
children to fight and profit- 
ing off food and fuel des- 
perately needed by civil- 
ians. Yemen is the poorest 
country by far on the Arab 


peninsula. Aid groups and 
international organizations 
say the war has greatly 
deepened food insecurity 
for millions of people there. 
The General Accounting 
Office examined how well 
the U.S. government has 
tracked any role that ex- 
tensive U.S. military aid to its 
two Gulf strategic partners, 
Saudi Arabia and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, played in 
civilian deaths. 

Congress commissioned 
Wednesday's report from 
the GAO last year. The 
GAO is meant to be an 
independent watchdog 
assisting government over- 
sight. The version of the re- 
port released Wednesday 
withholds what the govern- 
ment says is classified ma- 
terial from the original ver- 
sion, which was not made 
public. 

The U.S. has provided more 
than $54 billion in military 
support to Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE since 2015, 
when  Saudi-led troops 
launched attacks, through 
2021. State Department of- 
ficials told the GAO investi- 
gators they consider civilian 
harm and how equipment 
is used when weighing U.S. 
arms sales to Saudi Arabia, 
the report said.) 


High court rules against 


By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON _ (AP) 
The Supreme Court said 
Wednesday that the feder- 
al government improperly 
lowered drug reimburse- 
ment payments to hospitals 
and clinics that serve low- 
income communities, a re- 
duction that cost the facili- 
ties billions of dollars. 

The high court ruled unani- 
mously in a case involving 
payments for drugs, largely 
for cancer, that are used 
by Medicare patients in 
hospital outpatient depart- 
ments. The Biden admin- 
istration had stood by a 
Trump administration de- 
cision to reduce the pay- 
ments. 

The government had said 
that the hospitals and 
clinics, because of their 
special status serving low- 
income communities, are 
able to buy the drugs at a 


deep discount. The gov- 
ernment said reimbursing 
the hospitals, called 340B 
hospitals, at the same rate 
as other hospitals that pay 
more created an incen- 
tive for the hospitals to 
overprescribe the drugs or 
prescribe more expensive 
drugs. It said that lowering 
the reimbursement would 
also save Medicare ben- 
eficiaries money in co-pay- 
ments because those are 
linked to reimbursement 
rates. 

Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
wrote for the court that 
"absent a survey of hospi- 
tals’ acquisition costs" the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services "may not 
vary the reimbursement 
rates for 340B hospitals. 
HHS's 2018 and 2019 reim- 
bursement rates for 340B 
hospitals were therefore 
contrary to the statute and 
unlawful.” 


government 


In a statement, the Ameri- 
can Hospital Association 
and other groups involved 
in the case called the de- 
cision a "decisive victory 
for vulnerable communities 
and the hospitals on which 
so many patients depend." 
They hope to work with 
the administration and the 
courts on a reimbursement 
plan. 

The case before the justices 
involved Medicare, which 
provides health insurance 
for nearly 60 million people 
age 65 and older or people 
with certain disabilities. Un- 
der Medicare, health care 
providers get reimbursed 
by the government for ex- 
penses including drugs 
used in hospital outpatient 
departments. 

Hospitals had been getting 
reimbursed at a rate based 
on the average price of 
the drugs. But in 2018 the 
Trump administration said 


on drug reimbursement 


The U.S. Supreme Court building on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
June 9, 2022. 


that 340B hospitals and 
clinics, which serve low-in- 
come communities, would 
be reimbursed at a lower 
rate. That's because 340B 
hospitals and clinics are 
entitled to discounts from 
drug manufacturers that let 
them buy drugs at a lower 
cost. The administration cut 
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the reimbursement rate by 
nearly 30%, an annual de- 
crease to 340B hospitals 
and clinics of about $1.6 
billion. 

Affected hospitals sued 
and a federal judge initially 
ruled for them, but that de- 
cision was reversed by an 
appeals court.L] 
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Federal transit agency orders improvements to Boston system 


By MARK PRATT 

Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Federal 
transportation officials — is- 
sued a series of orders to the 
Boston area's troubled pub- 
lic transit agency Wednes- 
day to address what they 
called "longstanding issues" 
with the system's "overall 
safety program and safety 
culture." 

The Federal Transit Adminis- 
tration's four" special direc- 
tives " require the Massa- 
chusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority to better staff its 


operations control cen- 
ter; improve track main- 
tainance; address unin- 


tended and uncontrolled 
train movements in main- 
tenance facilities and rail 
yards; and ensure that alll 
employee training certifi- 
cations are up to date. 

The FIA started a review of 
the MBTA in April following 
several recent accidents 
that led to injuries or death. 
The FTA issued a fifth di- 
rective to the state De- 
partment of Public Utilities 
— which is responsible for 
safety oversight of the MB- 
TA's rail transit operations 
— to enforce the other di- 
rectives. 

The MBTA — known locally 
as the T — is already devel- 
oping a plan to implement 
the orders. 


Investigators at the scene of a crash between two Massachusetts Bay ianedenation Authority, or 
MBTA, light rail trains, July 30, 2021, in Brookline, Mass. 


"Examining the actions 
required by the FTA, the 
MBIA is developing imme- 
diate and long-term miti- 
gation measures to address 
these matters," the T said in 
a statement. "The MBTA will 
share its plans with the FTA 
in the coming days and 
weeks." 

The T has made $8 billion in 
infrastructure and vehicle 
investments in the past five 
years in an effort to make it 
"a transit industry leader in 
safety and reliability," the T 


said. 

There have been several 
safety problems on the 
system in the past year, in- 
cluding a crash involving 
two Green Line trains June 
1 that sent four employees 
to the hospital. 

A 39-year-old man died 
in April when his arm got 
stuck in a malfunction- 
ing subway car door and 
he was dragged along 
the platform. Nine people 
were injured in Septem- 
ber when an escalator at 
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a_ station malfunctioned, 
and more than two dozen 
people went to the hospital 
last July when a Green Line 
train rear-ended another 
trolley. 

The T's operations center, 
which houses the dispatch- 
ers and others who coor- 
dinate train movements 
throughout the system, is 
understaffed, and that staff 
is not adequately trained, 
the FTA said. 

The lack of staffing has 
meant that dispatchers 


have had to work shifts of 
up to 20 hours, followed by 
only four hours off. 

"Taken together, MBTA has 
created a management 
process whereby (opera- 
tions control center) staff 
members are required to 
work without certifications, 
in a fatigued state, and of- 
ten fulfilling multiple roles at 
once," the FTA said. 

As an example of mainte- 
nance issues, the FTA's re- 
view found that a section 
of Orange Line track has 
been under speed restric- 
tions since 2019 due to ex- 
cessive wear and defects. 
The T was ordered to repair 
the track. 

The FIA also found that 
since Jan. 1, 2021, the 
MBTA has reported five run- 
away trains in yards or dur- 
ing maintenance-related 
movements, including two 
that occured in May during 
the review. 

"Failure to properly secure 
disabled — trains, — includ- 
ing trains with insufficient 
brakes or propulsion § sys- 
tems, and failure to proper- 
ly secure disabled trains in 
yards and maintenance fa- 
cilities is a significant safety 
risk," the order said. 

The T said as of this week, 
all rail transit employees, 
including at the operations 
center, will be certified.) 


Odessa, Texas, without drinking water as temperatures soar 


Waiter pools around City of Odessa Waiter Distribution crews as 
they work to repair a damaged water main Tuesday, June 14, 
2022, in Odessa, Texas. 


ODESSA, Texas (AP) — 
Crews worked to restore 
water service Wednesday 
to the West Texas city of 
Odessa, where residents 
have been without water 
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this week amid scorching 
temperatures after an ag- 
ing pipe broke. 

The city's water treatment 
plant was back online by 
about 8 a.m. Wednesday, 


and _ utility officials said it 
could take 12 to 14 hours 
for the "recharging" pro- 
cess, during which workers 
slowly add water back into 
the system to ensure there 
are no more leaks. 

The city water system's 
165,000 customers’ taps 
lost pressure or went com- 
pletely dry after the 24-inch 
(61-centimeter) main broke 
Monday afternoon, ac- 
cording to the city's social 
media pages. 
Temperatures were fore- 


cast to approach 100 
degrees Fahrenheit (38 
degrees Celsius) later 


Wednesday as Texas — like 
much of the United States 
— faced extremely hot 
and humid conditions. And 
while Odessa typically sees 
hot weather in June, the 
timing of the break made 


dealing with this week's 
heat more difficult. 
Resident Nikki Friday told 
The Associated Press that 
the city is providing bottled 
water and that people with 
wells are offering neighbors 
water from hoses. She also 
said tanker trucks have 
been parked around town 
to fill buckets with water. 
"Drinking water has not 
been an issue," Friday said. 
"We just need water to re- 
turn to our daily lives and 
within the Community." 
Lifelong Odessa resident 
Lynda Wright said water 
service has not been lost 
across the city in the more 
than five decades that she 
has lived there. She said 
she picked up water and 
ice from Midland, a 15-min- 
ute drive from her home. 
Wright said her family had 


drinkable water stored in 
jugs that they used to wash 
their hands and brush their 
teeth, and that her family 
hooked her house up to a 
well on her property to pro- 
vide water to flush toilets. 
"We just dropped a hose in 
the (water) line," she said. 
Wright said she noticed wa- 
ter began running again 
around noon, but that the 
pressure had not yet re- 
turned to regular strength. 
The city, which is located 
about 330 miles (530 ki- 
lometers) west of Dallas, 
planned to distribute water 
to residents at Ector County 
Coliseum as well as deliver 
water to nursing homes. 
Water tankers were placed 
strategically around the 
city to respond to any fires, 
said Deputy City Manager 
Phillio Urrutia.) 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN and 
JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Union sued Britain on 
Wednesday over its move 
to rewrite the trade rules 
agreed to when the coun- 
try left the EU two years 
ago, ratcheting up tensions 
between the major eco- 
nomic partners. 

Earlier this week, British 
Prime Minister Boris John- 
son's government — pro- 
posed legislation _— that 
would remove customs 
checks on some goods en- 
tering Northern Ireland from 
the rest of the U.K. Those 
checks were imposed as 
part of a hard-fought com- 
promise when Britain left 
the EU and its borderless 
free-trade zone but have 
caused both economic 
and political problems in 
Northern Ireland, where 
some say they undermine 
the region’s place in the 
United Kingdom. 

The EU has decried Britain’s 
effort to rip up part of the 
deal. 

“Let's calla spade a spade: 
This is illegal,” European 
Commission Vice President 
Maros Seféovié told a news 
conference in Brussels on 
Wednesday. 

The EU's decision to pursue 
legal action raises the pos- 
sibility that either or both 
sides could impose pun- 
ishing tariffs on the other. 
SefGovié refused to rule out 


i 
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EU sues U.K. over move to rewrite post-Brexit trade rules 


European Commissioner for Inter-institutional Relations and Foresight Maros Sefcovic holds up 
documents as he speaks during a media conference at EU headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, 


June 15, 2022. 


such a move Wednesday. 
But the prospect of trade 
war still seemed a distant 
possibility since both would 
suffer and have said they 
want to find a solution out- 
side of the courts. 
According to the latest EU 
figures, the 27-nation bloc 
is the U.K.’s biggest trading 
partner, while the U.K. is the 
EU's third-biggest trading 
after the U.S. and China. 
At the heart of the dispute 
and the whole reason a 
compromise was needed 
in the first place are con- 
cerns about stability in 
Northern Ireland, which 


is the only part of the U.K. 
that shares a border with 
an EU country, namely lIre- 
land. The checks were im- 
posed in order to keep that 
border open because that 
is a key pillar of the peace 
process that ended de- 
cades of violence in North- 
ern Ireland. 

But British Unionists in North- 
ern Ireland say the new 
checks have put a burden 
on businesses and frayed 
the bonds between the 
region and the rest of the 
U.K. The rules have also led 
to a political crisis in North- 
ern Ireland, where the main 
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unionist party blocked the 
formation of a new power- 
sharing government in Bel- 
fast, saying it won’t take 
part until the Brexit trade 
rules are scrapped. 

Seféovié, the EU commis- 
sion official, said he’s willing 
to keep talks going with the 
U.K. but insisted solutions 
should be found within the 
original agreement, called 
the Northern Ireland Proto- 


col. 

The British + ==government 
called the EU's move “dis- 
appointing.” 


“The U.K.’s preference re- 
mains for a negotiated 


solution but the proposals 
set out by the EU today 
are the same proposals we 
have been discussing for 
months,” it said. 

It added that it had to act 
because the protocol was 
undermining Northern Ire- 
land’s peace accord by 
“disrupting trade and lead- 
ing to people in Northern 
lreland being treated dif- 
ferently to the rest of the 
U.K.” 

While there are serious dis- 
agreements between the 
two sides, the events of 
this week also reflect ma- 
neuvering as each tries to 
wrangle the best deal from 
the other. 

The legislation the British 
government proposed will 
take months to wind its way 
through Parliament, and 
officials appear to be hop- 
ing they will get a new deal 
with the EU in the mean- 
time. 

That seems unlikely. Of- 
ficials in the EU and mem- 
ber country governments 
are incensed at what they 
see as the U.K.’s intention 
to break international law. 
Johnson’s government in- 
sists its unilateral move is 
lawful, but many lawyers 
and lawmakers — including 
some in his governing Con- 
servative Party disagree. 
The so-called infringement 
procedure that the EU re- 
newed Wednesday like- 
wise will take months to un- 
fold. 


China's Xi reasserts support for Russia 
on security issues 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese 
President Xi Jinping reas- 
serted his country’s sup- 
port for Russia on issues of 
sovereignty and security in 
a phone call with Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin on 
Wednesday, state media 
said. 

Xi told Putin that “all parties 
should responsibly push for 
a proper settlement of the 
Ukraine crisis,” according 
to the official Xinnua News 
Agency. 

The Kremlin said in its ac- 
count of the call that Putin 
“outlined his fundamental 
assessments of the situation 
in Ukraine.” Xi “noted the 


legitimacy of the actions 
taken by Russia to protect 
the fundamental national 
interests in the face of chal- 
lenges to its security cre- 
ated by external forces,” 
according to Moscow's 
official readout. China has 
refused to criticize Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine or even 
to refer to it in such terms, 
while accusing NATO and 
the West of provoking Mos- 
cow into attacking. 

Weeks before the Russian 
attack, Putin and Xi met 
in Beijing in February and 
oversaw the signing of an 
agreement pledging that 
relations between the sides 


would have “no limits.” It 
remains unclear whether Xi 
knew at the time of Russia’s 
plan to invade Ukraine. 

In that meeting, the two 
leaders pushed back 
against U.S. pressure, de- 
claring their opposition to 
any expansion of NATO 
and affirming that the is- 
land of Taiwan is a part of 
China, as they met hours 
before the Winter Olympics 
kicked off in Beijing. 

Xi told Putin on Wednes- 
day that China “is willing to 
work with the Russian side 
to promote the steady and 
long-term development of 
bilateral pragmatic coop- 


Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin talk to each other during their meeting in Beijing, 
China, Friday, Feb. 4, 2022. 


eration,” Xinhua reported, 
“China is willing to, togeth- 
er with Russia, continue to 
support each other on is- 
sues concerning core in- 
terests and major concerns 
such as sovereignty and se- 
curity.” 


Associated Press 


While offering its tacit sup- 
port for Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, China has sought 
to appear neutral and 
avoid possible repercus- 
sions from supporting the 
Russian economy amid in- 
ternational sanctions.) 
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Thousands protest ‘bulldozer justice’ against Indian Muslims 


By BISWAJEET BANERJEE 
LUCKNOW, India (AP) — 
Protests have been erupt- 
ing in many Indian cities to 
condemn the demolition of 
homes and businesses be- 
longing to Muslims, in what 
critics call a growing pat- 
tern of “bulldozer justice” 
aimed at punishing activists 
from the minority group. 
On Sunday, authorities in 
the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh rode on a bulldoz- 
er to raze the home of Ja- 
ved Ahmad, who they said 
was connected to Mus- 
lim religious protests that 
turned violent last Friday. 
Police arrested Ahmad on 
Saturday. 

The protests were sparked 
by derogatory remarks 
about Islam and the Proph- 
et Muhammed made re- 
cently by two spokespeo- 
ple of Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi’s Hindu national- 
ist Bharatiya Janata Party. 
The party suspended one 
of them and expelled the 
other, issuing a rare state- 
ment saying it “strongly de- 
nounces insults of any reli- 
gious personalities.” 
Bulldozers also crushed the 
properties of protesters 


Authorities demolish the residence of activist Javed Ahmad they say has been constructed 
illegally in Prayagraj, India, Sunday, June 12, 2022. 


in two other cities in Uttar 
Pradesh last week. In April, 
authorities in New Delhi 
used bulldozers to destroy 
Muslim-owned shops days 
after communal violence in 
which dozens were arrest- 
ed. Similar incidents have 
been reported in other 
states. “The demolitions are 
a gross violation of consti- 


tutional norms and ethics,” 
Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay, a 
specialist on Hindu nation- 
alist politics and biographer 
of Modi, told The Associat- 
ed Press on Wednesday. 

On Tuesday, 12 prominent 
people, including former 
Supreme Court and High 
Court judges and lawyers, 
sent a letter to India’s chief 


Associated Press 


justice urging him to hold a 
hearing on the demolitions, 
calling them illegal and “a 
form of collective extraju- 
dicial punishment.” They 
accused the Uttar Pradesh 
government of suppressing 
dissent by using violence 
against protesters. 

Two people who were pro- 
testing the remarks by the 


governing party spokes- 
people died of gunshot in- 
juries in clashes with police 
on Friday in Ranchi, the 
capital of Jnarkhand state. 


Several Muslim-majority 
countries have also. criti- 
cized the remarks, and 
protesters in Bangladesh 


called for a boycott of In- 
dian products, leaving In- 
dia’s government scram- 
bling to contain the diplo- 
matic backlash. 

Violence has been _ in- 
creasing against Muslims 
by Hindu nationalists em- 
boldened by Modi’s regu- 
lar silence on such attacks 
since he was elected prime 
minister in 2014. 

Muslims have been target- 
ed for their food or cloth- 
ing, or over inter-religious 
marriages. The rights groups 
Amnesty International and 
Human Rights Watch have 
accused Modi’s party of 
looking the other way and 
sometimes enabling hate 
speech against Muslims, 
who comprise 14% of In- 
dia’s 1.4 billion people, 
but are the second-largest 
Muslim population of any 
nation. Modi’s party denies 
the accusations.) 


ie Last Australian government lost Chinese votes 


A truck sponsored by conservative lobby group Advance 
Australia displaying an image of Chinese President Xi Jinping 
casting a vote for the Australian opposition Labor Party drives 
down a local street, Saturday, April 9, 2022, in the Parramatta 
area of Sydney. 


By ROD McGUIRK 

Associated Press 

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— The previous Austra- 
lian government's stance 
against a more aggressive 
China drove away many 
Chinese-Australian voters 
at recent elections who 
considered the adminis- 


Associated Press 


tration’s language had 
licensed racism, a cam- 
paign strategist said on 
Wednesday. 

Former Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison’s conservative 
coalition government lost 
elections last month after 
almost a decade in pow- 
er to the center-left Labor 


Party. 

Labor's campaign director 
Paul Erickson on Wednes- 
day blamed coalition rhet- 
oric on China for significant 
vote swings toward Labor 
in electorates with large 
Chinese-Australian popula- 
tions. 

“The feedback that we got 
was that there was a view 
that the government's re- 
sponse to the more aggres- 
sive and assertive behavior 
of the Chinese Communist 
Party and the government 
in Beijing came across in 
the community actually at 
times as an attack on Chi- 
nese-Australians or rhetoric 
that licensed racism in the 
community,” Erickson told 
the National Press Club. 

Of Australia’s population of 
25 million, 1.2 million have 
Chinese ancestry, accord- 
ing to the most recent cen- 
SUS. 

Senior figures in the co- 
alition government had 
argued that Beijing had 


wanted Labor to win the 
election because Labor 
lawmakers were less likely 
to stand up for Australian 
interests against Chinese 
economic coercion. 

A conservative lobby group 
Advance Australia had dis- 
played ads on the sides of 
trucks during the election 
campaign that depicted 
Chinese President Xi Jin- 
ping casting a vote with 
the slogan: “CCP says vote 
Labor.” 

Morrison had labeled La- 
bor’s deputy leader Rich- 
ard Marles “the Manchu- 
rian candidate,” the title of 
a 1959 novel about the son 
of a prominent U.S. political 
family who is brainwashed 
by Chinese authorities to 
become an unwitting as- 
sassin. 

Senior ministers also had 
pointed to China and 
the Solomon. Islands an- 
nouncing a security pact 
during the campaign as 
an attempt to undermine 


the coalition’s reelection 
chances. 

Labor described the pact 
as Australia’s worst foreign 
policy failure in the Pacific 
since World War Il. 

New Foreign Minister Penny 
Wong will fly to the Solo- 
mons on Friday in an at- 
tempt to improve bilateral 
ties. 

Former Defense Minister 
Peter Dutton, who. since 
the election has replaced 
Morrison as leader of the 
conservative Liberal Party, 
argued during the cam- 
paign that pro-Labor com- 
munication on the Chinese 
social media platform We- 
Chat was evidence that 
Beijing wanted the govern- 
ment to change. 

Maree Ma, general man- 
ager of Vision Times, a lead- 
ing Chinese-language Aus- 
tralian media outlet, said 
WeChat exchanges were 
more positive toward Labor 
than they had been in the 
last election in 2019.Q) 


Study: 


By CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A 
new study has found that 
Facebook has failed to 
catch Islamic State group 
and al-Shabab_ extremist 
content in posts aimed at 
East Africa as the region 
remains under threat from 
violent attacks and Kenya 
prepares to vote in a close- 
ly contested national elec- 
tion. 

An Associated Press se- 
ries last year, drawing on 
leaked documents shared 
by a Facebook whistle- 
blower, showed how the 
platform repeatedly failed 
to act on sensitive content 
including hate speech in 
many places around the 
world. 

The new and unrelated 
two-year study by the Insti- 
tute for Strategic Dialogue 
found Facebook posts that 
openly supported IS or the 
Somalia-based_ al-Shabab 
— even ones carrying al- 
Shabab branding and call- 
ing for violence in languag- 
es including Swahili, Somali 
and Arabic — were al- 
lowed to be widely shared. 
The report expresses par- 
ticular concern with narra- 
tives linked to the extremist 
groups that accuse Ke- 
nyan government officials 
and politicians of being 
enemies of Muslims, who 
make up a significant part 
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— 


A customer uses the Wi-Fi on her mobile phone at an internet cafe in the low-income Kibera 
neighborhood of Nairobi, Kenya on Sept. 29, 2021. 


of the East African nation's 
population. 

The report notes that "xe- 
nophobia toward Somali 
communities in Kenya has 
long been rife." 

The al-Qaida-linked = al- 
Shabab has been de- 
scribed as the deadliest ex- 
tremist group in Africa, and 
it has carried out high-pro- 
file attacks in recent years 
in Kenya far from its base in 
neighboring Somalia. 

The new study found no 
evidence of Facebook 
posts that planned specific 


attacks, but its authors and 
Kenyan experts warn that 
allowing even general calls 
to violence is a threat to 
the closely contested Au- 
gust presidential election. 
Already, concerns about 
hate speech around the 
vote, both online and off, 
are growing. 

"They chip away at that 
trust in democratic institu- 
tions," report researcher 
Moustafa Ayad told the AP 
of the extremist posts. 

The Institute for Strategic 
Dialogue found 445 pub- 


Associated Press 


lic profiles, some with du- 
plicate accounts, sharing 
content linked to the two 
extremist groups and tag- 
ging more than 17,000 oth- 
er accounts. Among the 
narratives shared were ac- 
cusations that Kenya and 
the United States are en- 
emies of Islam, and among 
the posted content was 
praise by al-Shabab's offi- 
cial media arm for the kill- 
ing of Kenyan soldiers. 

Even when Facebook took 
down pages, they would 
quickly be reconstituted 


Facebook fails to catch East Africa extremist content 


under different names, 
Ayad said, describing seri- 
ous lapses by both artificial 
intelligence and human 
moderators. 

"Why are they not acting 
onrampant content put up 
by al-Shabab?" he asked. 
"You'd think that after 20 
years of dealing with al- 
Qaida, they'd have a good 
understanding of the lan- 
guage they use, the sym- 
bolism." 

He said the authors have 
discussed their findings with 
Facebook and some of the 
accounts have been taken 
down. He said the authors 
also plan to share the find- 
ings with Kenya's govern- 
ment. 

Ayad said both civil society 
and government bodies 
such as Kenya's national 
counterterrorism center 
should be aware of the 
problem and encourage 
Facebook to do more. 
Asked for comment, Face- 
book requested a copy of 
the report before its publi- 
cation, which was refused. 
The company then re- 
sponded with an emailed 
statement. 

"We've already removed a 
number of these pages and 
profiles and will continue to 
investigate once we have 
access to the full findings," 
Facebook wrote Tuesday, 
not giving any name, citing 
security concerns. L) 


Brazil court approves home grown cannabis for medical use 


By DEBORA ALVARES 
Associated Press 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — A 
top court in Brazil on Tues- 
day authorized three pa- 
tients to grow cannabis for 
medical treatment, a deci- 
sion that is likely to be ap- 
plied nationwide in similar 
cases. 

A five-judge panel of the 
country's Superior Court 
of Justice unanimously 
agreed that the three pa- 
tients can grow cannabis 
and extract its oil for use in 
pain relief. Brazilian law cur- 
rently limits the medical use 
of marijuana-derived prod- 
ucts to imported goods. 
Brazil's health ministry is yet 
to regulate home cultiva- 
tion of cannabis for medi- 
cal use, which puts anyone 


doing it at the risk of arrest. 
Judge Rogério Schietti said 
the top court's panel acted 
because the government 
had failed to take a scien- 
tific position on the issue. 
"The discourse against this 
possibility is moralistic. It of- 
ten has a religious nature, 
based on dogmas, on false 
truths, stigmas," Schietti 
said. "Let us stop this preju- 
dice, this moralism that de- 
lays the development of 
this issue at the legislative, 
and many times clouds the 
minds of Brazilian judges." 
Judge Antonio Saldanha 
said that "there is a delib- 
erately backward action 
toward obscurantism" in 
Brazil's government's delay. 
The country's health min- 
istry did not respond to a 


request for comment from 
The Associated Press. 
President Jair Bolsonaro, a 
far-right politician facing a 
tough battle to get reelect- 
ed in October, said in June 
2021 that he disagreed with 
any authorization for Brazil- 
ians to grow marijuana at 
home, no matter their aim. 
Former President Luiz Ind- 
cio Lula da Silva, the main 
leader of the leftist Workers’ 
Party, leads all opinion polls 
to return to the job he held 
in 2003-2010. 

Uruguay is the only South 
American country where 
the use of marijuana is le- 
gal even for recreational 
use. Argentina's approved 
on May 27 a law to regu- 
larize the medical use of 
cannabis and established 


Demonsirators hold a banner that reads in Portuguese: "Medical 
Cannabis Now,” during a legalization of marijuana march in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, Saturday, June 11, 2022. 


a regulatory agency to 
control how patients ob- 
tain seeds and marijuana 
derived products. 


Associated Press 


The Brazilian court's deci- 
sion follows protests in Brazil 
in favor of medical canna- 
bis on June 11.) 
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ORANJESTAD - On June 13, 
2022, The Prime Minister 
of Aruba, Evelyn Wever- 
Croes, held a press confer- 
ence at the site of FUTURA 
to announce another initia- 
tive of SuperNova for girls 
about STEM. 


SuperNova contributes 
to and stimulates gender 
equality as indicated in 
SDG 5, which guarantees 
that no one is left behind. 
The Prime Minister empha- 
sized the importance and 
priority, as female Prime 
Minister, wherever possible, 
to create more opportu- 
nities and possibilities for 
women and girls. 


The pandemic hurt the 
world, but women and chil- 
dren were mostly affected. 
The Prime Minister empha- 
sized that support for this 
group is essential to make 
up for the loss of the ad- 
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vancements made in the 
past. 


The Prime Minister stated 
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that the abs in the STEM 
sector (Science, Technol- 
ogy, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) are increas- 


sm: reservations@pinchosgrillaruba.com 


ing globally in comparison 
to other sectors. Thus is very 
important to motivate and 
prepare our girls to explore 
STEM. 


“Not all girls will pursue a 
career in the STEM sector. 
But we can start a unique 
spark of interest and intro- 
duce them to this sector 
and show them that STEM 
is an attractive sector with 
many possibilities for girls. 


Historically, this sector has 
been mainly dominated by 
men. But slowly, we are no- 
ticing a change, although 
not in balance yet. That is 
why the Government sup- 
ports this SuperNova and 
hopes to see many girls 
participating. The fourth 
SuperNova event takes 


place on June 18, 2022, 
for girls between 6 and 9 
years old. This year's sub- 
ject: STEM (Science, Tech- 
nology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics.) 
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Minister Geoffrey Wever inaugurates 
"BeYourOwnBoss' training in San Nicolas 


ORANJESTAD - On Tuesday, June 7, 2022, 
the Minister of Economic Affairs, Commu- 
nications and Sustainable Development, 
Mr. Geoffrey Wever, inaugurated the kick- 
off of the training for young people "BeY- 
ourOwnBoss" in San Nicolas. 


Both in San Nicolas and Oranjestad, a 
group started this training. This educa- 
tional program is a collaboration between 
Qredits Aruba and the Ministry of Econom- 
ic Affairs, Communications, and Sustain- 
able Development. The goal is to equip 
people with an entrepreneurial spirit with 
the necessary knowledge and skills for the 
entrepreneurial world. 


Minister Wever is pleased with the "BeyY- 
ourOwnBoss" program which encourages 
entrepreneurship in Aruba in an engag- 
ing, practical, and innovative manner. Af- 
ter being sworn in as Minister, the request 
from Qredits Aruba for cooperation and 
financial contribution for the educational 
programs such as "BeYourOwnBoss" and 
"Small Business Academy" and a support 
program forreduced interest rates for small 
businesses, was one of Minister Wever's first 
projects. Minister Wever believes in stimu- 
lating the economy of Aruba, encourag- 
ing entrepreneurship, and investing in our 
youth. As a result, his ministry has provided 
a financial contribution to Qredits Aruba 


to assist in the financing and implemen- 
tation of this necessary program for our 
youth with entrepreneurial ambition and 
to make the price of participation in the 
program more attractive. 


The training started on June 7, 2022, and 
will end on July 28, 2022. Over eight weeks, 
the training will be given twice a week 
from 6:30-9:00. The educational program 
will cover several topics: the entrepreneur, 
the customer, the business, the figures, 
mini-case study and the pitch. Participants 
will create an entrepreneurship portfolio 
and put their ideas into practice through 
a pitching moment. 94 persons signed up 
to participate in the training. Since they 
reached the maximum number of partici- 
pants, those who have not been able to 
participate in the training will attend the 
upcoming August 2022 "BeYourOwnBoss" 
training. 


"Lam very pleased with the interest among 
participants to develop and prepare for 
the world of entrepreneurship. This pro- 
gram helps with working on the attitude of 
an entrepreneur through various exercises. 
| wish the group attending the training in 
San Nicolas and the group attending the 
training in Oranjestad great success!" Min- 
ister Geoffrey Wever stated.) 
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AHATA: RevPAR recovered by 83% in first 5 months of 2022 


Oranjestad - The Aruba Hotel & Tourism Asso- 
ciation has published the latest hotel perfor- 
mance data reporting that in May 2022 Aruba 
hotels experienced a 78% average occupan- 
cy rate. After low performances in the first two 
months of 2022, occupancy continued to grow 
in subsequent months. 


May 2022: 

Occupancy: The occupancy rate was 78%, 
which is 3% less than in 2019. 

ADR: In comparison to 2019, the average daily 
rate (for occupied rooms) increased by 16% to 
$262.20. 

RevPAR: The revenue per available room was 
$205.61, which is a 13% increase over 2019. 


Year-to-date 2022: 

Occupancy: The average occupancy for the 
first five months of 2022 was 69%, which is 20% 
less than in 2019. 


OCCUPANCY FORECAST: 


Recovery 
compared to 


Occupancy 
ie) acier: bs 


ADR: The average daily rate (for occupied 
rooms) increased by 4% to $325.88. 
RevPAR: The revenue per available room was 
$225.40, a 17% decrease from 2019. 


Timeshare: 
AHATA's Timeshare properties experienced a 


86% occupancy rate in May, and project an 
average occupancy of 83% in June 2022. 


AHATA member hotels: 

Amsterdam Manor Beach Resort, Barceld 
Aruba, Boardwalk Boutique Hotel, Brickell Bay 
Beach Club, Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, Court- 
yard by Marriott, Divi & Tamarijn All-Inclusive, 
Eagle Aruba Resort, Holiday Inn Resort Aruba, 
Hyatt Regency Aruba, Hyatt Place Aruba Aijr- 
port, Manchebo Beach Resort, Marriott Aruba 
& Stellaris Casino, Paradera Park, Rehoboth 
Peaceland Boutique Hotel, Renaissance Wind 
Creek Aruba Resort, The Ritz-Carlton Aruba, RIU 


Palace Aruba, RIU Palace Antillas, Talk of the 
Town Hotel. 


AHATA member timeshares: 

Divi Aruba Phoenix, Divi Dutch Village, Divi Vil- 
lage Golf, La Cabana, Marriott Ocean Club, 
Marriott Surf Club, The Mill Resort. 


AHATA member vacation rentals: 

Aramis Real Estate, Aruba’s Life Vacation Resi- 
dences, Aruba Happy Rental, Casiola Aruba, 
Cobalt Blue Fusion (Blue, Azure), Ford Property 
Management, Turibana Plaza, Santa Lucia 
Landhuis..) 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ....... Send your 
picture with that text (including 
your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your vaca- 
tion memory. Isn't that a special 
way to keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any other ma- 
terials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use 
said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional pur- 
poses without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our 
website and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again.) 
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How to afford summer road trips amid high gas prices 


By SALLY FRENCH of Nerd- 
Wallet 

A summer road trip used to 
be a cost-effective, easy 
getaway. This year, soaring 
gas prices and expensive 
rental cars might make you 
think twice about hitting 
the road. 

According to the Ameri- 
can Automobile Associa- 
tion, a federation of mo- 
tor clubs throughout North 
America, the average gas 
price was $4.60 per gallon 
nationally before Memorial 
Day weekend. Some ex- 
perts believe the national 
average might even top $5 
later in the summer. 

Plus, rental car prices hit re- 
cord highs during the pan- 
demic, up 38.6% in Febru- 
ary 2022 versus February 
2020, according to a Nerd- 
Wallet analysis of U.S. Con- 
sumer Price Index inflation 
data. 

But those roadblocks don't 
necessarily mean you have 
to put the brakes on travel 
completely. You might just 
have to shift your road trip 
plans. Here's how. 


CONSIDER CHANGING 
YOUR DESTINATION 
If you're open-minded 


about your vacation des- 
tination, consider driving 
through a region with be- 
low-average gas prices. 
On June 1, 10 states had 
average gas prices below 
$4.30 per gallon for regular 
grade gasoline, according 
to AAA data. 

Those states, ranked from 
cheapest to most expen- 
sive, were: 

1. Georgia. 


. Arkansas. 

. Kansas. 

. Mississippi. 

. Oklahoma. 

. Missouri. 

. Louisiana. 

. Nebraska. 

. South Carolina. 

10. Texas. 

Given how many of those 
states border each other, 
it'd be fairly easy to plan a 
road trip through the South 
or Midwest. You could start 
in St. Louis, and make the 
roughly four-hour drive on 
Interstate 7O across the 
state to Kansas City, Mis- 
souri. Make time for a pit 
stop in Columbia, which is a 
quintessential college town 
with the University of Mis- 
souri. Boonville is another 
great stop, where you can 
tour Warm Springs Ranch, 
home of the iconic Bud- 
weiser Clydesdales. (Walk- 
ing tours start at $15 .) From 


SO ONA O&K WN 


Kansas City, it's about three 
hours on to Omaha, Ne- 
braska, where you can try 
the allegedly original Reu- 
ben sandwich. 

BE STRATEGIC ABOUT RENT- 
AL CARS 

If you're renting a car, un- 
derstand that rental car 
prices can vary dramati- 
cally depending on the 
rental company, whether 
you're renting from an air- 
port location versus down- 
town, and how far in ad- 
vance you book. 

Speaking of renting a car, 
this might be the year you 
rent an electric vehicle. 
The EV may have a more 
expensive rental price, but 
it could be cheaper than 
renting a gas-powered car 
and filling its tank. AAA has 
a helpful gas calculator 
tool that factors in the type 
of car and where you're 
driving to help you see the 


A gasoline pump is shown at a gas station Friday, June 10, 2022, in Salt Lake City. 
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trade-offs. 

Hotel and vacation rental 
companies also are making 
it easier to search for ac- 
commedations that offer 
electric vehicle charging. 
More hotels are promoting 
electric vehicle charging 
as a hotel perk, right along- 
side traditional amenities 
like pools and_ breakfast 
buffets. Many hotels even 
allow you to charge your 
car at no cost. 

If rental car prices are bru- 
tally high, consider book- 
ing with alternative rental 
car companies like Turo or 
Getaround, which can be 
cheaper than a major car 
rental company. Many of 
these Companies are rela- 
tively new and allow you to 
book cars directly from the 
owners, functioning as an 
"Aironb for cars." 

For example, the cost of a 
weeklong car rental from 


San Francisco International 
Airport during the first week 
of July for a standard, gas- 
powered car like a Volk- 
swagen Jetta would aver- 
age about $640 . Head to 
peer-to-peer — car-sharing 
site Turo, and there are 
more than a dozen Teslas 
available to book in San 
Francisco on the same 
dates for less than $800. 

If you filled the Jetta's 
roughly 13-gallon gas tank 
twice at $6 a gallon (which 
isn't unheard of in some 
states like California), you'd 
pay more than $150 in gas. 
That cost plus the rental 
would have you paying 
roughly the same amount 
as booking the Tesla. 

With so many variables, it 
pays to shop around be- 
fore you make reservations. 
KNOW WHERE TO FIND THE 
CHEAPEST GAS 

If driving a gas-powered 
car is non-negotiable, 
master the art of saving 
money on gas. Download 
apps like GasBuddy, which 
track local gas prices and 
can help guide you to the 
cheapest station near you. 
It also helps to drive more 
efficiently. Adjusting how 
you speed up, brake or use 
cruise control can have an 
impact on your gas usage. 
And if all else fails and 
youre stuck with a gargan- 
tuan gas bill, at least earn 
rewards for your spending 
through a rewards credit 
card. 

The best gas credit cards 
can typically net at least 
3% back in rewards for your 
gas station spending.L) 


Cuba sugar harvest only half of expected; sector in ‘crisis’ 


HAVANA (AP) — Cuba, 
once legendary for its sug- 
ar cane, produced only 
about half the sugar it had 
hoped to this season, and 
authorities acknowledged 
that while they will cover in- 
ternal demand they will not 
be able to meet their inter- 
national commitments. 

"It's not a secret, the sec- 
tor is in crisis," Dionis Pérez, 
director of communication 
at Azcuba, the govern- 
ment agency that regu- 
lates sugar production on 
the island, told reporters 
Wednesday. "This year 


Pérez did not say how 
much sugar had been har- 
vested, but at the end of 
last year Economy Minis- 
ter Alejandro Gil said the 
state plan was to produce 
911,000 tons this sugar har- 
vest, which concluded in 
May. The percentage giv- 
en by Pérez would mean 
that production was about 
482,000 tons. 

The figure is half the 800,000 
tons harvested in 2020-2021 
and is the lowest figure in at 
least 100 years. In the 1980s, 
Cuba produced up to 8 
million tons of sugar a year. 


Pérez said the reasons for 
this season's low production 
include a shortage of herbi- 
cides and fertilizers, a delay 
in starting up sugar mills, 
and even a lack of oxygen 
— which was hoarded by 
the health sector to com- 
bat COVID-19 — needed 
to repair breakages. He 
also blamed a lack of fuel 
and spare tires due to USS. 
sanctions. 

He said it was not realistic 
to compare current sugar 
production to that of the 
1980s. "I had 150 (sugar) 
mills then, now | have 56. 


Farmers use machetes to weed a sugar cane field in Madruga, 
Cuba, Thursday, April 29, 2021. 


Fifty-four of those were 
active, and of those 54 


Associated Press 


only 35 contributed to the 
harvest.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 42 Sports 
1 Under setting 
6Getup 43Did some 

11 Sheepish = medeling 

12 Miles of = 44 Lingerie 
Music buy 

13 Tower 
setting 

14 Libya 
neighbor 

15 Houdini 
feat 

17 Hole 
number 

19 Ump's 
call 

20 Soaking 
site 

23 Distresses 

25 Foray 

26 Like films 
in early 
trailers 

28 Quaker's 
pronoun 

29 Prove 
false 

30 Blue 

31 Comic 
Caesar 

32 “Far out, 
dude!” 

33 Ballroom 
dance 

35 Humidor 
item 

38 Horse 
opera 

41 Saw 


DOWN 

1 Short cut 

2 Juan 
Peran’s 
wife 

3 Set free 

4 Subtraction 
column 


Yesterday's answer 


16 Germany 27 Colonist's 
neighbor foe 
17 Suit 31 Tatter 
piece 33 Jail cell 
18 Island 34 Fast 
5 Mat word greeting runner 
6 Skilled 20Soaked 35 Upper limit 
7 Latest fad 21 Michelan- 36 Altar 
8 Wall gelo work answer 
climber 22 Said 37 Ozone, for 
9 Small further one 
drink 24 Reuben 39 Finale 
10 Superlative base 40 Bright 
suffix 25 Brit. fliers beam 
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OMe letter stands Cor anather, In this saniple, A is uscd 
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ace all hiots. Each day the cole letlers are different. 
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U.S. report: nearly 400 crashes of 
automated tech vehicles 


A Tesla owner charges his vehicle at a charging station in To- 
peka, Kan., Monday, April 5, 2021. 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — Automak- 
ers reported nearly 400 
crashes over a 10-month 
period involving vehicles 
with partially automated 
driver-assist systems, includ- 
ing 273 with Teslas, accord- 
ing to. statistics released 
Wednesday by U.S. safety 
regulators. 

The National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration 
cautioned against using 
the numbers to compare 
automakers, saying it didn't 
weight them by the num- 
ber of vehicles from each 
manufacturer that use the 
systems, or how many miles 
those vehicles traveled. 
Automakers reported 
crashes from July of last 
year through May 15 under 
an order from the agency, 
which is examining such 
crashes broadly for the first 
time. 

"As we gather more data, 
NHTSA will be able to better 
identify any emerging risks 
or trends and learn more 
about how these technolo- 
gies are performing in the 
real world," said Steven 


Cliff, the agency's adminis- 
trator. 

Tesla's crashes happened 
while vehicles were using 
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Autopilot, "Full Self-Driving," 
Traffic Aware Cruise Con- 
trol, or other driver-assist 
systems that have some 
control over speed and 
steering. The company has 
about 830,000 vehicles with 
the systems on the road. 
The next closest of a dozen 
automakers that reported 
crashes was Honda, with 
90. Honda says it has about 
six million vehicles on U.S. 
roads with such systems. 
Subaru was next with 10, 
and all other automakers 
reported five or fewer. 

In a June 2021 order, NHT- 
SA told more than 100 avu- 
tomakers and automated 
vehicle tech companies to 
report serious crashes within 
one day of learning about 
them and to disclose less- 
serious crashes by the 15th 
day of the following month. 
The agency is assessing 
how the systems perform 
and whether new regula- 
tions may be needed. 

Six people were killed in 
the crashes involving driv- 
er-assist systems, and five 
were seriously hurt, NHTSA 
said. Of the deaths, five 
occurred in Teslas and 
one was reported by Ford. 
Three of the serious injuries 
were in Teslas, while Honda 
and Ford each reported 


) 
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one. 
Tesla's crash number may 
appear elevated some- 
what because it uses tele- 
matics to monitor its ve- 
hicles and get real-time 
crash reports. Other auto- 
makers don't have such 
capability, so their reports 
may come slower or crash- 
es may not be reported at 
all, NHTSA said. A message 
was left seeking comment 
from Tesla. 

Tesla's crashes accounted 
for nearly 70% of the 392 
reported by the dozen au- 
tomakers. Although the 
Austin, Texas, automaker 
calls its systems Autopilot 
and "Full Self-Driving," it says 
the vehicles cannot drive 
themselves and the drivers 
must be ready to intervene 
at all times. 

Auto safety advocates said 
driver-assist and self-driving 
systems have potential 
to save lives, but not until 
NHTSA sets minimum perfor- 
mance standards and re- 
quires safety improvements 
to protect all road users. 
"It's clear that U.S. road 
users are unwitting par- 
ticipants in beta testing of 
automated driving tech- 
nology," said Cathy Chase, 
president of Advocates for 
Highway and Auto Safety. 
Sen. Edward Markey, D- 
Mass., said although NHT- 
SA's data has limitations, it's 
not isolated evidence that 
Tesla has ignored regula- 
tions and putting the pub- 
lic in danger. There have 
been "a never ending pa- 
rade of reports" of Teslas on 
automated systems rolling 
through stop signs or brak- 
ing for no reason, he said. 
NHTSA also is investigat- 
ing Teslas that crash into 
parked emergency vehi- 
cles. 

"As today's data suggests, 
this contempt for auto 
safety laws has real-world 
consequences,” Markey 
said while urging NHTSA to 
take enforcement action. 
Manufacturers were not re- 
quired to report how many 
vehicles they have on the 
road that have the systems, 
nor did they have to report 
how far those vehicles trav- 
eled, or when the systems 
are in use, NHTSA said. () 


So long, 
Internet 
Explorer. 
The browser 
retires to- 
day 


By RICHARD JACOBSEN 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Internet Explorer is finally 
headed out to pasture. 

As of Wednesday, Micro- 
soft will no longer support 
the once-dominant brows- 
er that legions of web surf- 
ers loved to hate — and 
a few still claim to adore. 
The 27-year-old applica- 
tion now joins BlackBerry 
phones, dial-up modems 
and Palm Pilots in the dust- 
bin of tech history. 

IE's demise was not a sur- 
prise. A year ago, Micro- 
soft said that it was putting 
an end to Internet Explorer 
on June 15, 2022, pushing 
users to its Edge browser, 
which was launched in 
2015. 

The company made clear 
then it was time to move 
on. 

"Not only is Microsoft Edge 
a faster, more secure and 
more modern browsing 
experience than Internet 
Explorer, but it is also able 
to address a key concern: 
compatibility for older, 
legacy websites and ap- 
plications," Sean Lynder- 
say, general manager of 
Microsoft Edge Enterprise, 
wrote in a May 2021 blog 
post.L) 


Classifieds 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean club 
Palm Beach 

Gold season 

1 BR Ocean view 

Price :$6K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #21 room #2330 
1BR WK #21 room #2320 
Harbor /ocean view 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #24 room #2132 
Harbor /ocean view 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
House For sale 
Tanki leendert 
2 Bedroom , 2 bath 
468m2 property land 
Price : $225 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215551 


HTTA 

Tierra Del Sol 

Wespunt Arachi beach 

3 Bedroom ,2 bath 

Ocean view fully furnished 
With garage 

Price :$ 475K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 bath 
Ground floor 

Price :$900K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Gold Coast 

24 hour security 

3 Bedroom 3 Bath 

Town house fully furnished 
Price : $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Gold Coast 

24 hour security 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Price :$425 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


— Time Share Resales + Realty i 


Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wks 20 and 21 — F101 AB /2 

BR/ 2 Bath 

Ground Floor, Pool View 

$900 each 

Contact: josflak@hotmail.com 
215435 


OPEN HOUSE! 

Fixer-up House for sale 
Address: Seroe Blanco 333 
Date: sunday 19 june 

from 4 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Info:House: Built-up area 
106,25 m2 

Land: Total Plot area 910M2 
Website:www.fixeruphousefor- 
salearuba.jouwweb.nl 
E-mail: 


How to.seach us! 
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HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #25 room #2547 
Ocean Front $6K 

1 BR WK #26/27 room #2520 
$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #25 room #2317 
Pool /ocean view $5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK 27 room #1011 
Ground floor pool ocean 
Price :$8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
\Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Fe yr ose o\e "2 
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Violence Against Women 


seroeblanco333@hotmail.com 
215438 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Julie Andrews at AFI honor: ‘I've been the most lucky lady' 


By MIKE CIDONI LENNOX 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Julie 
Andrews was honored by 
the American Film Institute 
last week for a Hollywood 
career that couldn't have 
started more supercali- 
fragilisticexpialidocious-ly 
— with an Oscar-winning 
performance in a film that 
would become an instant 
classic: "Mary Poppins." 
Before the AFI Life Achieve- 
ment ceremony, which airs 
Thursday night at 8 p.m. 
Eastern on TNT, the 86-year- 
old Andrews recalled land- 
ing her first major movie 
gig. 

"Walt Disney gave me 
my first big chance and | 
learned so much on that 
film. It was a wonder- 
ful film to learn the craft 
of moviemaking on be- 
cause there were so many 
special effects, so much 
waiting around, so many 
complicated things to do 
because it was animated 
as well," Andrews told The 
Associated Press." It was a 
wonderful learning film to 
start my career with." 

A musical adaptation in- 
spired by the beloved P.L. 
Travers children's novels 
about a magical nanny, it 
first hit theaters in late Au- 
gust 1964. Quickly, "Mary 
Poppins" was a commercial 
and critical smash, becom- 
ing the year's highest-gross- 
ing film released in North 
America . It earned 13 Os- 


< 


Actor Julie Andrews accepts the 48th AFI Life Achievement Award during a gala honoring her, 
Thursday, June 9, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. 


car nominations including 
best picture, and won in 
five categories, including 
best actress for Andrews. 

Just six months after "Pop- 
pins' hit big screens, along 
came what would be not 
only Andrews' biggest hit — 
but one of the all-time box- 
office successes: the adap- 
tation of Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein's stage smash "The 
Sound of Music." Andrews 
played the real-life Maria 
von Trapp, the nun-turned- 
schoolteacher-turned- 
stepmother and matriarch 
of the Trapp Family Singers. 
Originally released in early 
March 1965, the film would 


stay in cinemas for more 
than four years. And while 
the critics weren't nearly 
as kind to it as they were 
to "Poppins," the academy 
again showed its love, with 
10 nominations and _ five 
wins. There was no statu- 
ette for Andrews, but win- 
ning best picture was a 
great consolation. 

On both the arrivals line 
and at the ceremony, An- 
drews spoke of "Sound of 
Music," but only in general 
terms. "I've been the most 
lucky lady, because hap- 
pening to be in the right 
place at the right time and 
having the wonderful direc- 


Associated Press 


tors and people that I've 
worked with and just learn- 
ing my craft and learning 
what it's all about. | never 
expected it to be like that." 
Fortunately, the celebrity 
guests inside the AFI trib- 
ute made it clear that "The 
Sound of Music" and An- 
drews are among their fa- 
vorite things. 

Viewers will discover re- 
cording artist Gwen Stefani 
says she idolized Andrews 
since childhood, after see- 
ing "The Sound of Music" at 
the cinema with her par- 
ents. Decades later, Stefani 
was in a studio writing with 
Pharrell Williams, in a session 


that eventually resulted in 
Stefani's 2006 hit "Wind it 
Up." The tune ended up in- 
corporating elements of a 
key "Sound of Music" song, 
"The Lonely Goatherd," 
which didn't thrill Williams. 
"Obviously, | had to fight 
with Pharrell to get that in 
there," Stefani recalled. 
"And it was a big fantasy 
of mine to be able to have 
that incredible sample in 
my song — it made the 
song. And it's a dream 
come true. So, I've always 
been way too nervous to 
meet my idol. But tonight's 
the night and I'm ready. 
| am beyond honored. | 
can't believe this is hap- 
pening." 

The special includes guests 
representing chapters of 
Andrews' careers through 
the decades, includ- 
ing longtime friend and 
TV partner Carol Burnett, 
whose 1971 "Julie and Car- 
ol at Lincoln Center’ won 
them Emmys; actor Hec- 
tor Elizondo, her co-star in 
the two "Princess Diaries" 
films (2001, 2004); Steve 
Carell, who worked with 
Andrews on the upcoming 
animated "Minions: The Rise 
of Gru," and Bo Derek who 
portrayed the titular per- 
fect "10" in the 1979 come- 
dy written and directed by 
Andrews' late husband and 
frequent collaborator Blake 
Edwards. He and Andrews 
were married for 41 years, 
until his death in 2010.0) 


Dolly Parton gives $1M to infectious disease research, again 


Dolly Parton performs at Austin City Limits Live during Blockchain 


Creative Labs' Dollyverse event during the South by Southwest 
Music Festival on March 18, 2022, in Austin, Texas. 


Associated Press 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Dolly Parton is donating $1 
million to pediatric infec- 
tious disease research at 
Vanderbilt University Medi- 
cal Center in Nashville, the 
organization announced 
on Wednesday. 

The new gift is one of sev- 
eral Parton has made to 
the center over the years, 
including a $1 million gift 
in April 2020 for COVID 
vaccine research. That 
gift heloed Vanderbilt re- 
searchers test an array of 
drugs aimed at reducing 
the life-threatening symp- 
toms associated with CO- 
VID-19, the center said in a 
news release. Researchers 
are also looking at entirely 


new therapies to both treat 
COVID-19 and prevent in- 
fection. 

Parton's new gift will sup- 
port a variety of ongoing re- 
search at the medical cen- 
ter, including understand- 
ing how viruses and bac- 
teria cause disease, under- 
standing and preventing 
antibiotic resistance, pre- 
venting and treating infec- 
tions, diagnosing and treat- 
ing infections in children 
with cancer, and gauging 
the impact of childhood 
infections throughout the 
world, according to the 
news release. 

"Dolly's previous support to 
infectious disease research, 
and also our pediatric can- 


cer program, has already 
saved countless lives," said 
Dr. Jeff Balser, president 
and CEO of Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity Medical Center and 
dean of the Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity School of Medicine. 
"This new gift will bolster 
our defenses against future 
threats to the safety of this 
region and society as a 
whole." 

Parton said she supports 
the work because she loves 
children. 

"No child should ever have 
to suffer," Parton said in a 
news release. "I'm willing 
to do my part to try and 
keep as many of them as | 
can as healthy and safe as 
possible."_) 


By LARRY LAGE 

Nordic combined, which 
uniquely tests skiers on jaw- 
dropping jumps and heart- 
pounding trails, has been a 
part of the Winter Olympics 
since 1924. Its time might 
be up. 

It is the only Olympic sport 
without women and the In- 
ternational Olympic Com- 
mittee is due to make a 
decision later this month 
about whether to allow 
women to compete in Nor- 
dic combined at the 2026 
Milan-Cortina d'Ampezzo 
Games. 

There is the possibility, how- 
ever, that Nordic com- 
bined is dropped entirely 
from the Olympics, accord- 
ing to athletes and advo- 
cates. 

"What | heard loud and 
clear in back channels is 
that the solution to take 
care of the gender equity 
dirty secret is to take men 
out of the program for 
2026," said Billy Demong, a 
five-time Olympian in Nor- 
dic combined and mem- 
ber of USA Nordic's board 
of directors. "To take away 
one of the original sports 
from the first Winter Olym- 
pics would be tragic, short- 
sighted and misguided." 
The IOC said final decisions 
on the 2026 Olympics pro- 
gram of medal events are 
scheduled to be decided 
at a June 24 meeting of its 
executive board, chaired 
by president Thomas Bach. 
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Winter Olympics may not include Nordic combined for 1st time 


United States’ Annika Malacinski competes during the Nordic combined World Cup mixed team 
normal hill HS 106, in Val di Fiemme, Italy, Jan. 7, 2022. 


"We're seeing sports such as 
ski mountaineering added 
and I'm hearing the IOC 
does not want to increase 
the number of athletes and 
the solution is take men out 
of Nordic combined," De- 
mong said Tuesday in an 
interview with The Associ- 
ated Press. 

Men in the Nordic com- 
bined have been publicly 
pushing on social media 
and elsewhere for women 
to be included, adding 
a mixed team format as 
another Olympic medal 
event, and are now brac- 
ing for their future as ath- 
letes on the world's stage. 


Jasper Good, who com- 
peted for the U.S. earlier this 
year at the Beijing Olym- 
pics, said he was "blindsid- 
ed" by the possibility. 
"Information is trickling to us 
from athlete groups from 
around the world and na- 
tional governing bodies, 
and most of us didn't real- 
ize the sport is in jeopardy," 
he said. 

International Ski Federation 
Nordic combined race di- 
rector Lasse Ottesen said 
he has not heard officially 
from the IOC about men 
potentially being eliminat- 
ed from the Olympic pro- 
gram. 


Associated Press 


"We do hear speculation 
from different sides," Ot- 
tesen said Wednesday. "If 
the IOC, for some reason, 
would make a_ decision 
not to include women for 
the '26 events, what would 
happen with the men's2 
Would that be sort of a sig- 
nal to say you're on for the 
'26 events, but for '30, we 
are thinking gender equal- 
ity and then the men are 
out." 

Nordic combined - skiers 
must have finesse and 
fearlessness for ski jump- 
ing while training to have 
the strength and stamina 
necessary for a 10-kilome- 


ter cross-country course. 
The athlete who wins the 
ski jumping stage starts the 
cross-country race in the 
front of the pack, followed 
by the rest of the competi- 
tion in their order of finish 
and then they race to the 
line for gold. 

While Nordic combined is 
a fringe sport in the United 
States, it is very popular in 
parts of Europe and Japan. 
"I's really big in countries 
like Norway, Germany and 
Austria," U.S. Olympic Nor- 
dic combined skier Jared 
Shumate said. "Those three 
countries usually dominate 
the world cup podiums, 
and Olympic podiums. And 
obviously, we don't have 
quite the same fame." 
Annika Malacinski is one of 
dozens of women around 
the world who have sac- 
rificed a lot of time and 
money to go for Olympic 
gold. The 21-year-old Mala- 
cinski, who has American- 
Finnish dual citizenship and 
competes for the U.S., had 
high hopes of competing in 
China dashed in 2018. 

The IOC executive board 
considered denied an ap- 
plication then that would 
have allowed her and 
other women to compete 
in Nordic combined at the 
Beijing Games. IOC sports 
director Kit McConnell said 
then that development in 
terms of the universality, 
competitiveness,and _ fol- 
lowing was needed.L) 


Moncada's five hits, five RBIs lead White Sox past Tigers 


By DAVE HOGG 

DETROIT (AP) — Yodan 
Moncada had five hits and 
five RBIs, including a run- 
scoring single against Kody 
Clemens, and the Chicago 
White Sox beat the Detroit 
Tigers 13-0 on Wednesday 
for a three-game _ series 
sweep. 

Moncada, Danny Mendick 
and Seby Zavala homered 
for Chicago, which had 
dropped four of five be- 
fore arriving in Detroit. José 
Abreu had four hits and 
drove in two runs, and An- 
drew Vaughn had three 
hits. 

The White Sox finished with 
22 hits, compared to four 
for the Tigers. Davis Martin 


(1-2) pitched 5 1/3 innings 
of three-hit ball for the win. 
Tigers manager A.J. Hinch 
gave up on his pitching staff 
after six innings, using posi- 
tion players Harold Castro 
for the seventh, Clemens 
for the eighth, and Tucker 
Barnhart for the ninth. 

It was the pitching debut 
for the 26-year-old Clem- 
ens, whose father, Rog- 
er, won seven Cy Young 
Awards. Kody Clemens was 
charged with a run and 
three hits — one more than 
he has managed in his 23 
career at-bats. 

Tigers starter Alex Faedo 
(1-3) allowed seven runs 
and nine hits in three-plus 
innings. 


The White Sox grabbed 
a 3-0 lead on Moncada's 
third homer with two out 
in the first. He also singled 
in Abreu in the eighth and 
ninth. 

Abreu and Harrison added 
RBI singles in the third, and 
Mendick made it 6-0 with a 
homer on Faedo's first pitch 
of the fourth. 

White Sox right-hander 
Vince Velasquez pitched 
2 2/3 innings before Martin 
came in. Velasquez was 
activated off the injured list 
before the game after be- 
ing sidelined by a strained 
left groin. 

Zavala's two-run homer 
made it 9-0 in the fifth, and 
Adam Engel's triple got the 
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Chicago White Sox's Yoan Moncada reacts to his single against 
the Detroit Tigers in the fourth inning of a baseball game in De- 


troit, Wednesday, June 15, 2022. 


White Sox to double digits 
in the sixth. Engel was the 


Associated Press 


last Chicago starter to get 
a hit.Q 
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Men, women split on equity gains since Title IX, poll shows 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 
Associated Press 

Ask @ man about gender 
equality, and you're likely 
to hear the U.S. has made 
great strides in the 50 years 
since the landmark anti-dis- 
crimination law Title IX was 
passed. Ask a woman, and 
the answer probably will be 
quite different. 

According to a new poll by 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re- 
search and the National 
Women's History Museum, 
most U.S. adults believe 
the country has made at 
least some progress toward 
equality for women since 
1972. That's the year Con- 
gress passed Title IX, a one- 
sentence law that forbids 
discrimination based on sex 
in education. But there are 
sharp differences in opinion 


Tennis legend and equality rights advocate Billie Jean King, 
speaks at a Women's History Month event honoring women ath- 
letes in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Title IX, March 9, 
2022, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


over just how much head- 
way has been made and in 
what facets of life. 

Some of the widest divisions 
are, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
between men and women: 


Associated Press 


61% of men say the country 
has made a great deal ora 
lot of progress toward gen- 
der equality, while 37% of 
women said the same, ac- 
cording to the poll. 


Women were more likely to 
point to only some progress 
— 50% held that view — 
while 13% said the country 
has made just a little or no 


progress. 
"We've fought a lot, we've 
gained a little bit, but 


we haven't really gained 
equality," said Brenda The- 
iss, 68, a retired optician 
in Vinemont, Alabama. 
Progress that started in the 
'70s seems to have stalled, 
she said, with continued 
wage gaps and battles 
over women's reproductive 
rights. 

Passed in the wake of other 
seminal civil rights laws, Title 
IX was intended to expand 
protections for women into 
the sphere of education. 
Today it's often known for its 
impact on women's sports 
and the fight against sexual 
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harassment and assault. 

As the nation approaches 
the law's 50th anniversary, 
most Americans have posi- 
tive views about it. Sixty- 
three percent said they 
approve of the law, includ- 
ing majorities of men and 
women. Only 5% did not 
approve of it, while the rest 
said they were neutral or 
not sure. 

But Americans are split 
along several faults when 
it comes to assessing ad- 
vancements. 

Along with men, Republi- 
cans are also more likely to 
see a great deal or a lot of 
progress, with 65% holding 
that view. Among Demo- 
crats, 39% said the same. 
Among women, those 50 
and older are more likely 
than their younger peers to 
see a great deal or a lot of 
progress in specific facets 
of life, such as in leadership, 
employment and educa- 
tion opportunities. 

Milan Ramsey, 29, said it's 
"remarkable how far we 
have come. considering 
how unequal it still feels." 
She says sexism is hard to 
avoid in today's society, 
whether it's in unequal ac- 
cess to health care or in 
everyday slights like getting 
catcalled. But she knows 
it has been worse. Once, 
looking at her mom's child- 
hood photos, her mom 
pointed out a pair of pants 
that she said was her first 
pair ever. 

"She remembers that be- 
cause they weren't allowed 
to wear pants until she was 
like 7 in public school,” said 
Ramsey, of Santa Monica, 
California. 

AS a young girl growing up 
in the '70s, Karen Dunlap 
says she benefited from 
Title IX right away. Soccer 
leagues for girls started 
springing up for the first 
time, she said. Her mom 
rushed to sign her up. 

"| really felt the immediate 
difference as a kid," said 


Dunlap, of Vancouver, 
Washington. "But at the 
same time, it didn't stay 
that way." 


Dunlap went on to com- 
pete in swimming and wa- 
ter polo at Pomona Col- 
lege in California, and she 
credits Title IX for the oppor- 
tunity. 


